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Uniting in Christ | Acting with love | Living with hope | Witnessing in faith | Working for justice

Face to Face Services
Sunday Services
30t November 2025

Montville 8.15am — Worship
Maleny 9.45am — Worship
Palmwoods 10am — Advent
Gathering with morning tea

RCL Year C Readings
(Advent 1)

Is 2:1-5
Ps 122
Rom 13:11-14
Mt 24:36-44

NOTICES

Face to Face Services
Sunday Services
7t December 2025

Montville 8.00am — Worship
Maleny 10.00am — Worship
Palmwoods

RCL Year C Readings
(Advent 2)

Is 11:1-10
Ps 72:1-7, 18-19
Rom 15:4-13
Mt 3:1-12

THIS WEEK

Montville Reflection Gallery —
opens daily from 10am

Sunday 9am - Prayer Meetings
(prior to the Maleny UC Service)
Tuesday 9.30am — Cuppa, Craft
and Chat

Wednesday 8.30am — Christian
Meditation @ Maleny UC.
Friday 1.30pm — Maleny KYB @
Maleny UC

Saturday 5.30pm — Community
Carols @ Maleny Baptist Church

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS
6t" DECEMBER 5.30pm - 7.30pm at Maleny
Baptist Church

Come along and invite a few others. Portable
seating should be brought if possible, otherwise
picnic rugs.

Thank you to everyone. Several are participating
and contributing in so many ways. The donations
through the Maleny Uniting Church collection box
amounted to $400. This will be used directly in
advertising and in providing better quality projection
technology for the night. There is no need for further
donations - you have been a blessing through your
generosity. Thank you, Bruce J, for this initiative.

If you are making small “sweet items” eg apricot
balls/ slices/cake portions for the “goodies bags”,
these can be taken to the Baptist Church from
9.00am on Friday 5th Dec for wrapping.

If you can help with outdoor decorations, setting up
the gazebos and tables etc, please be there on
Saturday 6th at 9.00am.

If you can assist with the “pack down” at the end of
the night, it would be appreciated.

We’re almost there - but please pray for fine
weather, even though there is a wet weather plan
(going inside the church), it won’t be quite the same.

Pray that those who come along will have a joyful
time and that they will hear the Christmas message
faithfully presented in song, word and service.

PALMWOOD’S ADVENT EVENT

This Sunday at 10am - an 'Advent Gathering’
Sharing Christmas thoughts & memories and
making cards for those who can’t get to church.
The Gathering will be in the Palmwoods UC Hall
with Morning Tea. All welcome.

PASTORAL CARE MEETING - MALENY UC
The next Pastoral Care meeting for Maleny carer’s
is 2pm Monday, December 1stin the Maleny UC

Hall. New carers welcome.

Blackall Range Uniting Church includes Maleny UC, Montville UC & Palmwoods UC.

Church Internet: https://www.ourcommonlife.org.au




REFLECTION - Let the Light Shine
Advent 1: Hope

Scripture: Matthew 24:36-44

Advent, as the name implies, is a time of preparation,
a time of getting ready to celebrate the light of God
breaking into our earthly existence in the infant
Jesus.

The dawning of our hope for salvation began in the
moment that the fulness of God was revealed to us
in the human birth of Jesus.

And yet, God coming to us in Jesus was not merely
a single, static moment in time but part of God’s
continuous action in always being present with us, in
the past, in the here and now, and into eternity.

Our Gospel reading for this week helps us focus on
this reality and calls us to remain alert.

At this point in Matthew’s Gospel Jesus knew that His
arrest was imminent and His disciples needed to be
prepared. Jesus also could foresee the tension
between Israel and Rome reaching a crisis point that
would culminate in the destruction of the Temple and
the cataclysmic overthrow of the Jewish way of life.

Jesus’ words in this passage sound dire but there is
still hope that shines through. Jesus’ use of the
phrase, “the coming of the Son of Man,” emphasises
that in these events God is still present with His
people and if His followers remain vigilant and alert,
they will not be caught off guard.

Indeed, death and in particular death on a cross
usually meant the utter end of a movement, but for
those who were truly looking, the full glory and nature
of God was displayed as He died as a human on the
cross and then even death itself was overthrown in
Jesus’ resurrection.

The words of Jesus continue to speak to us today.

It is clear to anyone who is paying attention to the
events that have been happening around the world
recently that a global revolution is on the horizon as
has happened many times before.

..cont/ ..

The current political and economic power structures
are on the verge of collapse. Nature itself groans for
change as extreme weather events become
exceedingly regular.

However, this is not cause for despair but rather to
strengthen our faith and ignite new hope. God is still
at work in His creation. Jesus, the Son of Man has
come and will come again. Jesus is just as present
with us now as He was with the first disciples, calling
us to continue to place our trust in Him and work with
Him in continuing to establish the Kingdom of God on
Earth.

So let us not sleep but be awake to the reality of
God’s presence with us. Let us love boldly the people
around us and give generously to meet the needs of
those who are yet to find the light and hope that God
has graciously revealed in Jesus.

A reflection by Rev Nathan Barton as part of a four-
part Advent series.
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