Our Common Life
Blackall Range Uniting Churches

Maleny | Montville | Palmwoods
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Uniting in Christ | Acting with love | Living with hope | Witnessing in faith | Working for justice

Face to Face Services
Sunday Services
27" July 2025

Montville 8.15am — Worship
Maleny 9.45am — Worship
Palmwoods 4.30pm — Growing
together followed by a shared
meal.

NOTICES

Face to Face Services
Sunday Services
3 August 2025

Montville 8.15am — Communion
Maleny 9.45am — Communion
Palmwoods 10am — Worship

Service

THIS WEEK

Sunday 9am — Prayer Meetings
(prior to the Maleny Service)

Wednesday 8.30am — Christian
Meditation @ Maleny UC

RCL Year C Readings
(Pentecost 7)

Friday 1.30pm — Maleny KYB @
Maleny UC

RCL Year C Readings
(Pentecost 8)

Hos 1:2-10 Hos 11:1-11 /Also, note the Maleny Hall Hire list
Ps 85 Ps 107:1-9, 43 below.
Col 2:6-15 (16-19) Col 3:1-11
Lk 11:1-13 Lk 12:13-21

CHURCH COUNCIL
Church Council is scheduled to meet in Monville UC
on August 11t

MONTVILLE REFLECTION GALLERY
Until early September... God is our Rock —
An Exhibition by Wendy Jarrott-Smith

Please pray for the Council as Rev Nathan joins the
team and as we discuss the range of matters
impacting our congregation and the communities in
which we minister.

ALSO .. if you are interested in exhibiting at the
Montville Reflection Gallery later in 2025 and 2026,
they are interested in in hearing from you. Please
email Anita Monro revdrajim@gmail.com to tell us
about what you would like to exhibit.

PRESBYTERY
Rev Nathan and Peter Callaghan represented the
Blackall Range UC last Saturday (July 19'") at the

MALENY HALL HIRE THIS WEEK Caloundra Uniting Church.

* Sunday 27" David Margo Photography Course At the meeting, we farewelled Ps. Phil Smith who

(from 4pm) =~ L has retired. Phil has been involved in our

* Monday 28" Guide Dogs Association (mostof  ;ongregation over several years. Congratulation
the day) Phil and best wishes for your future family

e Tuesday 29" David Margo Photography Course  endeavours.
(from 5pm)

A full report on Presbytery will be provided to the
Church Council for consideration.

Blackall Range Uniting Church includes Maleny UC, Montville UC & Palmwoods UC.

Church Internet: https://www.ourcommonlife.org.au



https://www.ourcommonlife.org.au/
mailto:revdrajm@gmail.com?subject=Montville%20Reflection%20Gallery%20Offer&body=

REFLECTION: A Good Example

The term “Good Samaritan” has entered every-
day language to describe anyone who does
another person a good turn. But | wonder how
many are aware that it is one of Jesus’ better-
known parables. Its popularity stems from the
simple form of religion that it appears to
promote. As a bonus, the churchgoing
“religious” people fail to act, and it is left to a
foreigner to do what they should have done.
So, it is suggested, “all the creed this old world
needs is that of being kind.”

In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus presents us with a
good example; even though there is a little
more involved than merely “being kind”. We
need to view this story from the vantage point
of the key characters — the victim, the Priest
and the Levite, and the Samaritan. But in order
to hear the underlying message, we will focus
on the Samaritan.

We need to try to grasp the horror that Jesus’
story would have evoked in his Jewish hearers.
There was a sharp contrast between the highly
respectable lawyer and the socially outcast
Samaritan. As Alan Culpepper says, “By
depicting a Samaritan as the hero of the story,
Jesus demolished all boundaries. Social
position, race, religion, and politics count for
nothing. “The man in the ditch, from whose
perspective the story is told, will not
discriminate among potential helpers.”

From the Samaritan we discover Jesus’
question, as in a modern hymn: “When |
needed a neighbour, were you there, were you
there?” Then there is the refrain: “And the creed
and the colour and the name won’t matter, were
you there?” As Australians and in the context of
world need, that presents us with some crucial
contemporary questions! Jesus’ vision was of
the kingdom of God, of a society that is more
compassionate than ours tends to be. There
are just two rules of that society — love God and
love one’s neighbour. But we find that today we
might have to break the rules to some extent if
we want to follow Jesus’ example.

Cont.. /..

But the emphasis of this story is, “go and do
likewise”. When we turn to the story of Mary
and Martha, which is also responding to the
same Great Commandment, Mary is praised for
sitting and listening. So which is it? Go and do,
or sit and listen? The answer, of course, is that
the life of discipleship requires both; for unless
we take the time to sit and listen to the Lord, we
will not have the motivation or the capacity to
“go and do”.

Mother Teresa quoted the words of St Teresa
of Avila, by which she lived: “Christ has no body
on earth now but yours, no hands but yours, no
feet but yours. Yours are the eyes through
which to look out Christ’'s compassion to the
world. Yours are the feet with which he has to
go about doing good, and yours are the hands
with which he is to bless us now.” That, | think,
captures the motivation and the radical
obedience of Jesus’ “good example”, and lights
up the path that we also are intended to walk.

Reflection by Rev Dr Clive Ayre from Synod’s
News & Stories page.

MINISTRY CONTACTS:

Minister: Rev Nathan Barton
Mobile: 0429 632 527

E: minister@ourcommonlife.org.au

Community Pastor: Pastor Kay Nixon
Mobile: 0412 539 020

E: kaynxn43@gmail.com

Church Office Contact: Peter Callaghan
Mobile: 0458 263 322

E: admin@ourcommonlife.org.au

Church Internet: http://www.ourcommonlife.org.au
Church Hall Hire Calendar:
https://ourcommonlife.org.au/calendar-hall-hire/

Kindly remember to continue to give your
weekly/monthly offerings.

Direct Debits to
Blackall Range Uniting Church,
ANZ Bank, BSB 014-507
A/C 3762 29735

Blackall Range Uniting Church acknowledges the first peoples

who are the traditional owners of the land upon which we live and worship.
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