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NOTICES

Face to Face Services
Sunday Services

Face to Face Services
Sunday Services

THIS WEEK

20™ April 2025

Montville 6:00am — Montville
Village Hall Deck
Maleny 9.45am — Worship
Palmwoods 9am — Worship

RCL Year C Readings
(Easter Sunday)

27 April 2025

Montville 8.15am — Worship
Maleny 9.45am — Worship
Palmwoods 4.30pm — Guided
Gardening at Community Garden Wednesday 8.30am — Christian
and shared meal

RCL Year C Readings

Montville Reflection Gallery is
open, 10am to 3pm daily

Meditation @ Maleny UC
Friday 1.30pm — Maleny KYB @
Maleny UC

Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts
10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

Church Council met on Monday 7 April at
Palmwoods. Here is a brief summary of items
discussed and decided.

Ministry: Pastor Kay on holidays- 18/05/25 to
01/06/25; Rev Bruce completes Supply Ministry on
15/06/25. Preaching Plan for June July August will
be filled by available Ministers and Lay Preachers
(no supply minister)

Montville Ministry Task Group has requested the
painting of Montville church. Mobile Mission
Maintenance to be asked to do this work; church
cover materials costs. Approved.

Membership Roll: Church Council has approved

that the confirmed members roll is the names in the
Prayer and Community Directory (2025). Applies to
all matters requiring voting by confirmed members.

First Aid Course 12 May. Vacancies exist

AGM of BRUC congregation will be held in
September. (Date to be finalised)

Next CC meeting is Monday 2 June.

(continued in next column)

(Second Sunday of Easter)

Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

The CC thanks you for your support. Please keep
these matters in your prayers and contact your
Church Council members for more details.

Murray Robertson, Chairperson. 0409268665

JOINT NOMINATING COMMITTEE (JNC) UPDATE

After 2 extensive conversations with a Uniting
Church Minister of the Word, the JNC is ready to
bring a recommendation to a congregational
meeting.

The meeting will be held 9am, Sunday May 4" at
Maleny UC and will be followed by a combined
service.

All confirmed members of the Blackall Range
Uniting Church congregation are encouraged to
participate in the discernment process.

FIRST AID/CPR COURSE
The date is set for Monday, May 12th 2025.

We currently have 9 people registered and can take
up to 20 for a full day/face-to-face course.

If you or someone you know are interested, please
email: admin@ourcommonlife.org.au

Blackall Range Uniting Church Includes Maleny UC, Montville UC & Palmwoods UC.

Church Internet: http://www.ourcommonlife.org.au




ECUMENICAL GATHERING, MALENY

The next Ecumenical Gathering will be held at the
Maleny Baptist Church on Saturday 26th April and
will be hosted by the CHURCH ON THE RISE.
Details TBA

REFLECTION - GOD’S STORY, OUR STORY:
HOPE GROWING
By Rev Jenny Potter

| was given a plant just before | left Toowoomba for
Longreach, an Anthurium with glossy leaves and
bright red flowers. It has produced no flowers since |
got here, and over the summer | have watched as
old leaves withered and new leaves never made it
to maturity. As | look today it has three withering
leaves left. It is not looking good.

BUT... I've moved it away from the drying breezes
and we’ve had some cooler rainy weather. At the
base of the plant are several new shoots, slowly
emerging from the dead stalks that remain. There is
hope growing.

There are times when we need signs of new life. |
was ordained in December 2015, then life fell apart.
Almost immediately my husband Chris was
diagnosed with young onset dementia. In 2017 our
town, Proserpine, was damaged by cyclone Debbie.
By 2019 the better option was for Chris to go into
residential care. Within three months he died
suddenly, Mum helped me pack up, | started a new
placement as a Hospital Chaplain in Toowoomba
and bought a house. 2020 had to be a better year,
right?

Not quite. | was a hospital chaplain during a
pandemic, my Mum was diagnosed with lymphoma.
She died within months. In May 2021 | dismounted
from my new horse and destroyed my ACL. An
abdominal mass diagnosed in 2022 (thankfully
benign) required more surgery. In September 2023 |
was told that public hospital chaplaincy would no
longer be funded in the new financial year.

(continued in next column)

Kindly remember to continue to give your
weekly/monthly offerings.

Direct Debits to
Blackall Range Uniting Church,
ANZ Bank, BSB 014-507
A/C 3762 29735

| look for signs of hope in a new placement. | see
the green shoots of new life in a dry land. Shoots of
resilience, trust, deepening spirituality, greater
maturity and strength. Joy bubbles again.

We read John’s gospel knowing the end of the story
and so approach it with excitement. We can’t wait to
get there, we anticipate the empty tomb. | wonder if
we really enter into grief and disillusionment with
Mary Magdalen and the Twelve? | think it is time in
the shadows that makes the brightness of new life
shine more brilliantly.

Mary grieves. She goes to serve her Rabbi in the
only way left to her - to anoint his life-less bodly.
Then, panic - it is not there! No wonder she could
not understand, only go and tell the bald facts to the
others. How heartbreaking! Logic says a missing
dead body must have been moved, who would do
such a cruel thing? She cannot anoint him, cannot
grieve alongside his remains. The others come,
check the tomb, go home. She stays at the last
place she saw him, she checks the tomb yet again -
there are figures seated where Jesus had been.
Surely she didn’t see these strangers go in? Still
focused on finding Jesus, she turns away from their
questioning and sees another figure. The gardener?
He might know where Jesus’ body is! And Jesus
says her name. “Mary.” Suddenly ... her full
attention. “Rabbi!” Good news to share indeed!

This message has been reproduced from

https://ucaqld.com.au/reflection-prayer/reflection-
gods-story-our-story-hope-growing/and and is the
Easter reflection in “Uniting News” 15 April 2025.

MINISTRY CONTACTS:

Minister: Rev Bruce Johnson
Mobile 0407 180 864
E: minister@ourcommonlife.org.au

Community Pastor: Pastor Kay Nixon
Mobile: 0412 539 020
E: kaynxn43@gmail.com

Church Office Contact: Peter Callaghan
Mobile: 0458 263 322
E: admin@ourcommonlife.org.au

Church Internet: http://www.ourcommonlife.org.au

Church Hall Hire Calendar:
https://ourcommonlife.org.au/calendar-hall-hire/

Blackall Range Uniting Church acknowledges the first peoples

who are the traditional owners of the land upon which we live and worship.



