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December 8 2019
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

We extend a sincere welcome to everyone. If you are
visiting with us, please let us get to know you after the

service. Morning tea is served in the Hall.
SSSS5S3333333333333333333333333333533355>
. piedac

SSSSSSSSSSSSOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEESSS5>>

Services Today and Readings ADVENT 2

Montville 8.15am Rev Liena Hoffman HC
Maleny 9.45am Mr Peter Uhlmann
Palmwoods 10.00am Rev Liena Hoffman HC

Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalms 72:1-7,18-19,
Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12

SSS55353533535335333533535353553335353555>>
Services Next Week and Readings December 15

Montville 8.15am Rev Liena Hoffman

Maleny 9.45am Rev Liena Hoffman

Palmwoods 10.00am Rev Bob Philpot
1.00pm Tongan Service

Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalms 146:-5-10,or Luke 1:46b-55,

James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11
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The Week Ahead
Open Daily: Reflection Gallery Montville (see over)
Monday December 9t"
9.00am Christmas Tree Festival Meeting
Tuesday December 10t

7.00am Prayers at Moyra’s 5494 2661
9am-3pm Church Office open 5429 6995
10.00am Cutting up Christmas Cakes

Wednesday December 11t
8.30am Christian Meditation 5435 8152

Thursday December 12t"
9am-3pm Church Office open 5429 6995

Friday December 13t
1.30pm Know Your Bible (KYB) 5494 2486
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Blackall Range Uniting Churches acknowledge the
Jinibara and Kabi Kabi / Gubbi Gubbi peoples who are

the traditional owners of this land.
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Our Common Life
Blackall Range Uniting Churches

Maleny | Montville | Palmwoods
Uniting in Christ | Acting with love | Living with hope | Witnessing in faith | Working for justice

| BELIEVE

The Advent wreath with the candles is remembered
differently. Some have 4 Advent Sundays candles of
Hope, Peace, Joy & Love. My reflections this year follow
the tradition of 4 Sundays of Hope, Faith, Joy, Peace
and the centre candle, Love, being the Christ candle
which is lit on Christmas Day. This 2" Sunday then we
reflect on faith. It is also known as the Bethlehem candle
as we are called to reflect upon Mary and Joseph’s faith
as they travel up to Bethlehem and the birth of their
child, Jesus Christ, the Saviour.

My reflection is around a well-known song: | Believe (by
Mabhalia Jackson)

| believe for every drop of rain that falls; A flower grows;
| believe that somewhere in the darkest night, A candle
glows;

| believe for everyone that goes astray; Someone will
come to show the way, | believe, | believe,

| believe above the storm the smallest prayer, Will still
be heard,

| believe that someone in the great somewhere, Hears
every word, Every time | hear a newborn baby cry, Or
touch a leaf, Or see the sky, Then | know why,

| believe, Every time | hear a newborn baby cry, Or
touch a leaf, Or see the sky, Then | know why, | believe
(Why | believe)

Indeed, it is when we reflect upon the marvel of the birth
of a baby that we are compelled to believe that there is
greater Being, a divine being. Similarly, when we stop
to pick up a fallen leaf or touch a new spring leaf, or see
the wonders of the sky bright blue or sketched in colours
of sunrises and sunsets we ourselves cannot create or
recreate, we cannot but acknowledge and profess the
presence and reality of a mighty Creator.

Yet it is also the birth of a baby, yet another baby that
reminds of the population of the world, the neglect and
abuse of babies. A dry leaf in spring reminds us of
climate change. Smoke and dust in the sky reminds us
of droughts and disasters. These experiences cast
doubt on our faith, and some even lose their faith in light
of the realities of our world today.

Advent reminds us that God revealed his heart through
the birth of Jesus Christ. God’'s love for the world,
creation and creatures is manifest in the coming of
Jesus Christ. Truly the Saviour of our crazy amazing
world: awesome, yet also awful. In this time of Advent,
as we reflect upon Bethlehem, the birth of Christ and the
faith of Joseph and Mary, may the Holy Spirit encourage
us to indeed believe each time we hear a new born
baby, cry, or touch a leaf or see the sky. Shalom Liena

Rev Linena Hoffmans
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THANK YOU

Thank you to our Church Family for all your
messages, thoughts and prayers conveyed in so
many individual ways over recent months...

With Stanley alongside, | have been “carried” as each
personal touch has been an expression of God’s
hands...I feel great gratitude and a sense of Peace as
my healing continues...

You are all dear friends...Marnie.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL MEETING

The Christmas Tree Festival team will meet at 9:
00am Monday 9th December (tomorrow) Agenda:
final preparations in the lead up to December 19,
opening day. ANYONE interested may attend. Keep
the coming event in your prayers.

CUTTING UP CHRISTMAS CAKES FOR STREET
FESTIVAL

We are looking for 3 volunteers to come to our
Maleny church at 10am on Tues. 10" December to
work with volunteers from other Maleny Christian
churches to cut up the Christmas cakes that have
been donated for the Maleny Street Festival which is
planned for next Friday 13" December.

We are also looking for 3 volunteers to work on the
Street Stall, organised this year by the Range
Christian Leaders Network, giving out fruit cake and
details of the Christmas services in all Maleny
churches. Rev. Scott Kroeger can be contacted for
further details on 0412 681 715. Thank You

MALENY MINISTRY TASK GROUP NEXT MEETING
the Maleny Ministry Task Group replaces the former
Maleny Congregational meeting. With this in mind,
ALL members/attenders of the Maleny congregation
can attend. The next meeting will be held on Sunday
5 January, after the 9:45am service. This meeting is
scheduled so that items for discussion at the Church
Council can be forwarded on for the Church Council
Meeting to be held on Monday 13 January. Please
note in your diaries, and make an effort to attend. This
is your main opportunity to have input in our church’s
programs and priorities for 2020.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SINGERS

There will be a practice around the piano after church,
and after you have some morning tea.

Please come to the piano when you hear some music
being played.

A SMALL CHALLENGE FOR YOU!!!

The Christmas Tree Festival Team encourage YOU
to make a small tree as your contribution for C.T.F.
Remember the theme this year is OLD BECOMES
NEW AT CHRISTMAS. Please advise Nancy if you
can help.

PRAYERS

Part of Our Common Life is to pray for one another,
in joy and in support. Please let Dorothy or Rev
Liena if you would like your name to be listed for
prayer in Our Common Life.

THE CHILD

The theme for the new display in the Reflection
Gallery in the Montville Uniting Church is The
Child. As part of the Christmas display, a large
manger (made by George Woodward) together with
straw and child has been set up in the church. The
walls carry paintings that depict children, thus
emphasizing that the Christ Child was a child among
the children of the world, truly one of us in his
humanity.

These paintings have been contributed by Ron
Potter, Barbara Willcocks, Dorothy Peall, Helen
Sheriff and Lyndall Hulme. The display is open daily
between the hours of 10 and 3 and will remain in
place until 31 January.

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2020

Offering envelopes for 2020 are now available at
Maleny, Montville and Palmwoods. We use the
envelope system because it encourages regular
giving and reminds us that the work of the Church
continues when we are away. The envelopes are un-
numbered — there is no pledging or monitoring.
Online banking is a good alternative to using the
envelopes. About 50% of the Maleny offerings now
come by regular electronic bank transfers — weekly,
fortnightly or monthly. Our banking is with ANZ
Beerwah. Account name: Blackall Range Uniting
Church, BSB No. 014-507, Account No. 3762 29735.

GIVING to UNITING WORLD this CHRISTMAS
Uniting World is trying to make a difference to people
in many different parts of our world. The website
www.unitingworld.org.au ask us to “be part of a wave
of generosity by supporting causes that truly make a
world of difference”. On the website, you can see
how you can donate and remember that all donations
over $2.00 are tax deductible. Thank You.
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OFFERINGS can be Direct Debited through the ANZ
Bank, BSB 014-507 A/c 3762 29735.

SOSSSOSOSSOOSSOOSSODSOOSSOOSODOSSOOSSOO>>

Ministry Contacts:

Minister Rev Liena Hoffman 0490 421 874
hoffman.caritas@gmail.com

Jing Wang 5429 6995

Church Office:

Hours: Tuesdays/Thursdays 9 am to 3 pm
Email: admin@ourcommonlife.org.au
Palmwoods Pastor Kay Nixon
kaynxn43@gmail.com 0412539020
Siale Lolohea 0436 463 538
BRUC Chair: Peter Callaghan 0458 263 322
Internet: http://www.ourcommonlife.org.au/

Notice Sheet:

Contributions requested before
10am Wed:
admin@ourcommonlife.org.au
Maleny Uniting Church,
Montville Uniting Church,
Palmwoods Uniting Church
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